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"ZLOKACHSSTVENNYE OPUKHOLI" (MALIGNANT TUMORS)

Review of Book

This volume, edited by N. N. Petrova and S. A. Kholodina, Active Members
of the Academy of Medicel Sciences USSR, is the second of & two-volume survey
of work done on malignant tumors in the USSR up to L948. The first volume
dealt with general theories and the historical development of oncology. This
volume deals with specific malignant tumors in various parts of the human body.
Each chapter is written by an expert on the particular type of malignent tumors
being discussed. The chapters contain the following general subdivisions:
statistical data, etiology, clinical course, diagnosis, and therapy.

Each chapter is devoted to a particular part of the body, and all the
various types of malignant tumors affecting this area are discussed under the
above-mentioned subdivisions. The statistical data glven represent the ex-
perience of the chapter's author; no USSR-wide figures are cited. The sections
on etiology list the anatomical changes which appear as malignant tumors de-
velop, and the probable physical stimuli causing them. For instance, it is
pointed out that malignant tumors of the lower lip are caused by repeated
burning of the lip with cigars. The clinical courses and diagnoses of various
tumors are described in & general manner. X-ray, palpation, and biopsy are
used to detect tumors eand determine malignancy. Therapy is of two types, ir-
radiation and surgery.

X-ray apparatus and various naturslly sccuring radioactive elemenls,
primarily radon and various types of radium’are employed for irradiation.
Weak and strong doses of Xrays are utilized. The radicactive elements are
applied in special devices, implanted needles, and "micilages" (radium-
containing pastes which adhere to the treated organ and dry“there). Ap-
propriate safeguards are taken to protect the perseon administering the
radiocactive material, but radiction burns in the patient zre considered
normal, and unimportant.
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The treatment or talignant tumors Seens to be very impersonal. fhe
physicians nt the Institute of Oncology, Academy of Medicnl Selences USSR

treated by one method to the exclusion of al) others, in order that the
various methodg can be compared and evaluated. This results in interesting
statistics, but g caleulable number of fatalities.

Radical measures are taken in some instances to Prevent metastasis, il.e.,
in all cases of malignent tumors of the lower 1lip, the submaxillary regional
lymph glands are removeq immediately after the original tumor has been re-
moved, and before the patient is allowed to leave the hospital, because, "once
the patient hag been discharged it ig difficult to get him back in the hos-

Each chapter is followed by a bibliography. The text 1s vwell illus-
trated by sketches epg photographs, and much of the information 1g sum-
marized in the form of charts; ang graphs,

All the chapler authors are affiliated witp the Institute op Oncology
of the Academy of Medical Seiences UsgR, They all appear in CIA/CD 1,
May 1952 (SECRET), exceot Professors 4. I. Rakov, A. A, K'yandskiy, 1, §.
Shapiro, Candidate of Medical Sciences A. v, Afanas 'yeva, and Stomtologist
M. K. Kostomarova.

The inscription in the front of the book reads: ‘g the Highly Re-

spected A, Brunschwig in token of friendship from one of the authors of
this book. Pror 4. 7. Rakov. Sao Paulo. 29 July sh,n
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